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Amendments To The Claims: 



Claim 1. (Previously presented) 



A device for configuring an inflatable balloon of a balloon 



catheter assembly, the device comprising: 

a body comprising a plurality of inflatable members defining a channel therebetween, the 
channel sized to accommodate at least a portion of a balloon catheter, each inflatable member 



as to reduce in area a cross-section of the channel which extends perpendicular to a longitudinal 
axis of the channel- 
Claim 2. (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein the inflatable members are disposed about 
the circumference of a circle. 

Claim 3. (Original) The device of claim 1 comprising at least three inflatable members. 
Claim 4. (Original) The device of claim 3 wherein the inflatable members are generally 
tubular and have a circular cross-section. 

Claim 5 . (Previously presented) A device for configuring an inflatable balloon of a balloon 
catheter assembly, the device comprising: 

a body comprising a plurality of inflatable members defining a channel therebetween, the 
channel sized to accommodate at least a portion of a balloon catheter, each inflatable member . 
having a balloon contacting portion, the inflatable members inflatable from a first size to a 
second size in which the balloon contacting portions apply an inward force to a balloon of a 
balloon catheter assembly disposed in the channel wherein the inflatable members are generally 
tubular and have a generally wedge or pie-shaped cross-section. 

Claim 6. (Original) The device of claim 3 wherein the body further comprises a rigid tube in 
which the plurality of inflatable members are constrained, the tube having a first end with a first 
opening and a second end with a second opening and a passage therethrough. 
Claim 7. (Original) The device of claim 6 further comprising first and second end caps, the 
first end cap disposed at the first end of the tube across the first opening and the second end cap 
disposed at the second end of the tube across the second opening. 



having a balloon contacting portion, the inflatable members inflatable inward into the channel so 
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Claim 8. (Original) The device of claim 7 wherein the inflatable members extend from the first 
and second end caps, the inflatable members in relative alignment with one another, the first and 
second end caps supporting the inflatable members. 

Claim 9. (Original) The device of claim 8 wherein the first end cap has an opening 
therethrough sized to receive at least a portion of a balloon catheter therethrough. 
Claim 10. (Withdrawn) The device of claim 1 wherein the plurality of inflatable members 
includes at least two inflatable members disposed end-to-end along the length of the channel. 
Claim 1 1 . (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein the plurality of inflatable members are 
disposed in one or more spirals about the channel. 

Claim 12. (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein the plurality of inflatable members includes 
at least two inflatable members which are chcumferentially and axially displaced from one 
another. 

Claim 13. (Withdrawn) The device of claim 12 wherein the inflatable members which are 
circumferentially and axially displaced from one another are shorter in length than the balloon. 
Claim 14. (Previously presented) In combination, a device for configuring an inflatable 
balloon of a balloon catheter assembly and a balloon portion of a balloon catheter assembly, 
the device comprising: 

a body comprising a plurality of inflatable members defining a channel therebetween, the 
channel sized to accommodate at least a portion of a balloon catheter, each inflatable member 
having a balloon contacting portion, the inflatable members inflatable from a first size to a 
second size in which the balloon contacting portions apply an inward force to a balloon of a 
balloon catheter assembly disposed in the channel, wherein 

the balloon portion of a balloon catheter assembly is disposed in the channel. 
Claim 15. (Withdrawn) The device of claim 1 wherein each of the inflatable members has 
an inflation lumen which opens into the inflatable member at a first end of the device and the 
balloon has an inflation lumen which opens into the balloon at a second end of the device 
opposite the first end of the device. 
Claim 16-19 (Canceled) 

Claim 20. (Withdrawn) The device of claim i$ I further comprising at least one 
constraining member disposed between adjacent balloon contacting portions. 
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Claim 21. (Withdrawn) The device of claim 20 wherein the constraining member is in the 
form of a slat. 

Claim 22. (Previously presented) The device of claim 1 wherein the balloon contacting 
portion is made of a compliant material and the remainder of the balloon is made of a non- 
compliant material- 
Claim 23. (Canceled) 

Claim 24. (Withdrawn) The device of claim 1 wherein the inflatable member has an 
inflation lumen which opens into the inflatable member at a first end of the device and the 
balloon has an inflation lumen which opens into the balloon at a second end of the device 
opposite the first end of the device. 

Claim 25 . (Previously presented) A method of configuring at least a portion of a medical 
balloon comprising the steps of: 

providing a device for configuring an inflatable balloon of a balloon catheter assembly, 

the device comprising: 

a body comprising a plurality of inflatable members defining a channel therebetween, the 
channel sized to accommodate at least a portion of a balloon catheter, each inflatable member 
having a balloon contacting portion, the inflatable members inflatable from a first size to a 
second size in which the balloon contacting portions apply an inward force to a balloon of a 
balloon catheter assembly disposed in the channel; 

disposing a medical balloon between the inflatable members; 

at least partially inflating the medical balloon; 

inflating the inflatable members so that the balloon contacting portions deform portions 
of the medical balloon inward; 

at least partially deflating the medical balloon, the inwardly deformed portions of the 
medical balloon forming a plurality of balloon folds; and 
removing the inflatable members from about the medical balloon. 

Claim 26. (Original) The method of claim 25 wherein each of the balloon folds extends along 
the entire length of the balloon. 

Claim 27, (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25 wherein each of the balloon folds extends 
spirally about the balloon. 
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the steps of: 

providing a device as in claim 8; 

disposing amedical balloon between the inflatable members; 
at least partially inflating the medical balloon; 

gating the inflatable members so mat the balloon contacting portions deform por^cos 

^^"^.eme^cal 
m edicalballoonfbnning.pl»raUtyofl.aUoonfclte and 

moving th= Matable rn.ml.er, fiom the medical ballocm. 

comprising tbe steps of: 

providing a device as in claim 15; 

disposing a medical balloon between te inflatable members; 
atleastparnallymrUtmgthemedicalbaUoon; 

aefrrm portions of me medical baUoon in»ard smarting from me first end of me devrce; 

me dical balloon forming a plurality of balloon folds; and 

Claim 3 T^U ^ememodofdaimsiwberemeacnof^bauoonfoldsextends 

TZZ:^ ■ ^dof^atl^aportionofamed.calbailoon 
comprising the steps of: 



PAGE 6f17 * RCVD AT 2I2H005 4:23:25 PNI [Eastem 



„„,/.. 16 :» FAX . V1DAS ARBETT STEINKRAUS 

Amendment 

Application No. 09/682865 Ationuy Docket No. S63.2B-9720-US01 

Page 6 

a) providing a catheter comprising a medical balloon; 

b) dispose aplura^^ 
member having a balloon contacting portion; 

c) at least partially inflating the balloon by supplying an inflation fluid thereto; 

d) at least partially inflating the inflatable members so that the balloon contacting portions 
contact the medical balloon and apply an inward force to the medical balloon. 

Claim 35. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 34 further comprising the steps of. 

e) removing at least some of the inflation fluid from the medical balloon; and 

f) removing the inflatable members from about the medical balloon. 

Claim36. (Withdrawn) Themethodof claim 34 wherein said inflation fluid is heated. 
Claim 37 (Withdrawn) The method of claim 34 wherein said inflatable member has a T B 
and said inflation fluid is heated to a temperature below the T B of said inflation flutd. 
Claim 3MWithdrawn) The method of claim 35 wherein the inflatable members are 
metrically disposed about themedical balloon and upon inflation apply a sufficient really 
inW forte to the medical balloon to form a pluraUty of mdentations in the medical balloon the 
medical balloon upon removal of the inflation fluid therefrom having a plurality of folds. 
Claim 39. (Withdrawn) The methodof claim 35 wherein the inflatable members are 
configured to apply a radially inward force to the medical baUoon when mey are inflated, the 
^dical balloon upon removal of the inflation fluid therefrom having a plurality of folds. 
Claim 40. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 39 wherein each of the balloon folds extends 
along the entire length of the balloon. 

CHhn 41 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 39 wherein each of the balloon folds extends 
spirally about the balloon. 

claml 42 (Withdraw.) Themethodof otota35 whereineach offte irMe members 
to m inflaS™ lumen which ope™ Wo the.Matable member a. a to ^ of the inflate 

member and 

tnebanoonhasaninfla^^ 

the first end of the inflatable member. 

Claim 43.(Withdxawn) The method of claim 42 wherein me inward force 1S apphed 
progressively along the length of the medical balloon. 
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Claim 44. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 42 wherein the inward force is applied 
spirally about the medical balloon. 

Claim 45. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35 wherein the inflatable members are 
inflated simultaneously. 

Claim 46. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35 wherein the inflatable members are 
inflated in a predetermined sequence. 

Claim 47. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35 wherein the plurality of inflatable 
members includes a first inflatable member located at a first end of the balloon, a second 
inflatable member located at the middle of the balloon and a third inflatable member located at a 
third end of the balloon, the first, second and third inflatable members axially displaced from one 
another along the length of the balloon. 

Claim 48. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 47 wherein during step e) the second 
inflatable member is inflated prior to the first and third inflatable members. 
Claim 49. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 47 wherein during step e) the first inflatable 
member is inflated prior to the $econd inflatable member which is inflated prior to the third 
inflatable member. 

Claim 50. (Withdrawn) A method of configuring at least a portion of a medical balloon 
comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a catheter comprising a medical balloon; 

b) at least partially inflating the medical balloon with an inflation fluid; 

c) applying a plurality of discrete axially spaced inward forces to the medical balloon; and 

d) deflating the medical balloon. 

Claim 5 1 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 50 wherein the plurality of discrete forces are 
applied by a plurality of axially spaced inflatable members. 

Claim 52. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 51 wherein the plurality of discrete forces are 
simultaneously applied with one another. 

Claim 53. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 51 wherein not all of the plurality of discrete 
forces are applied simultaneously. 

Claim 54. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 50 wherein said inflation fluid is heated. 
Claim 55. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 54 wherein said inflatable members have a T g 
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Claim 60.. (Wilhto™) ThcmedicalbaUoonofolaimS/na 
reoonisdiscmtinuo^ftonKhcpleatiBginthefintregion. 

cL 63. (MM * — ' banoo, of c.aim « of Pie- « 

^(Cu^ya.cnded) A device for configuring an. expandable member for use m 

chMmd » ™oda« « ta. a porton cf .he exp^ble member, 
^ZkVM*-** The^=eofe 1 a,m64wbe re mmebc dy m r *er™ 
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Claim 66.(Previously presented) The device of claim 65 wherein the rigid tube is disposed 
between first and second end supports, at least one of the first and second end supports having an 
opening therethrough to provide access to the channel. 
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